
This brings us to the point of this article, what can you do now with all that stuff that you have accu­
mulated? Do you leave it to your widow to take of, or what are your options? Let me list a few of 
them for your consideration. 
Leave it to your family 
This, I believe, is the ultimate, best solution, IF, there is someone in the family who gives a damn 
about your collection or collectible. Ifyou are a vet and got your collectable the hard way, in the 
front lines for example, the family and the family history is the way to go. But make sure that the 
family is really interested in your collection. I have heard several stories about family members be­
ing overwhelmed by the task of cleaning out a deceased parent's home, simply calling for a dump­
ster and loading everything in it, including valuable collectibles, and off to the dump it all goes. 
Send it to an Auction House 
In Eddie's case, the collectibles were sent to "Manion's International Auction House" in Kansas City, 
KS. It is relatively simple to do in that you can pack a box with the stuff and simply enclose a 
"consignment sheet" which lists the items in very general terms and your reserve price which is the 
minimum price at which you feel you want to sell.. Manion's crew of experts then evaluates the 
items as to originality, condition, and exactly what the item is, from which country, military unit, etc, 
because us collectors out in our world cannot possibly know everything about our passions, even 
though we try. They then take great photos and put all the information on an international auction 
web site that goes all over the world. You just have to sit back and wait while other collectors look 
and bid. If the first round of bidding does not get to your reserve, Manion's will lower the starting 
reserve price and put it out for bids again, until the items sell. If at the end they cannot sell it for you, 
they will send it back to you. Manion's is of course, NOT a charity, so they will take of a cut of 20% 
of your selling price for their efforts and knowledge. Manion's tries to operate on a schedule of pay 
out on your items 120 days after the auction close. This is not always assured however, so that the 
payout time frequently takes longer and you kinda have to fight with them a little bit to keep the 
cash flow coming. Eddie's widow had that experience. 
Sell it at Militaria shows. 
This works well if you are selling it yourself. If you leave it to your widow or family member to do, 
it is a rough deal. You know what things are worth, but your wife or family member probably knows 
very little about it. Selling at shows is a real experience if you have not done it before. It is pretty 
much like a garage sale except that you run into other collectors who come in all varieties of person­
alities and knowledge about your collectibles. The worst is the guy who feels he is THE expert and 
proceeds to let you know how smart he is. It is all just part of dealing with the public and you have 
to take it in stride. The real down side is that traveling to shows takes a lot of time and effort and it 
may take years to sell your stuff unless you cut the price so much that other collectors just line up to 
get at it. 
Sell through a Local Auction House. 
Ifyou or your heirs just want to get the stuff out of the way and collect cash in a hurry, this is the 
best way to go. I believe that most areas have an auction house that will work with you. There, it is a 
matter of hauling the stuff to the auction house, and they will handle the details and give you a 
check, minus their commission, when the auction is over. It is risky financially because there are so 
many things that are beyond any ones control. For instance, if the scheduled date for the auction 
happens when a blizzard hits the area, the collector or two that do manage to get to the scene of the 
action get some heckofa deals because there is no bidding competition, but your cut can be reduced 
considerably. 



Sell to Collector Friends. 

See Eddie's story above about potential problems. 

Sell it on eBay. 

This is a great way to go. Your collectibles are shown on the electronic auction all over the 
world and sellers can get some awesome prices for their goodies. Ifyou do it, you know the 
value of your stuff and can set the appropriate limits. Ifyour heirs do it, the auction itself will 
find the selling price. However, (and it seems there is always a however,) there is a downside. 
Most important is that you best have some computer knowledge and talent. Old Geezers like 
me tend to be mostly computer illiterate and not handy at all with typing skills so putting an 
item on eBay, even with their so called simplified forms, takes lots of time and if you are look­
ing at a large collection, it will be downright discouraging. Just learning which button to click 
can sometimes take hours of trial and error. 
And then, after you have sold your first front jeep fender to a bidder in Istanbul, you are then 
faced with the problem of boxing and shipping it with the appropriate custom forms. That little 
problem might make you wonder if you did the right thing!!! But give it a try. 

I have sold over 500 items on eBay over a period of years and I enjoy it. I am retired, and it is 
a hobby, but I would hate to be doing it with any kind of a time requirement or other obliga­
tion. Each item you sell takes time---lots oftime---considering photographing it, writing the 
description and ad, waiting for the auction to end, invoicing, keeping info on payment etc, then 
packing, taking to the post office and making out the correct shipping forms, eBay feedback, 
etc. But it can be very profitable also. 

So Readers, there you have it. Some things to think about as you go merrily down the collect­
ing trail. Just think about them before you go permanently ridding off into the sunset and leave 
you family with all your stuff to dispose of---or not. 

When I finished this article, I felt that I should run it by Eddie's widow before it was published. 
She felt that the article was fine as it was, but she asked me to add the following at the end, and 
I quote--- "I truly hope that ALL collectors stop and take an inventory of what they have and 
where their loved ones can search for values. It's sad when someone you love passes on and it's 
tragic when that someone is cheated by others." 
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Check our web site - 'WWW.redbaUollline.org 



Classified ads are FREE to Red Ball members .send yours in to the Editor 
Ads will run for 3 issues if not sold.. 

50 West Broadway Jim Thorpe, PA. 18229 or.. .....emaiI themto;jgilmore@ptd.net
 

Bumper stickers- "My Other Car Is A World War II Jeep" 

Blue and green background with white lettering. "World War II Jeep" is printed in stencil type. 10" x 
3" best quality vinyl. $2.50 each and $1.00 mailing. 
Send payment to Ken Coanshock, PO Box 196, Carteret, NJ 07008-0196, 37mmgunner@earthlink.net 

More shots from the 
filming on the new NBC 
series "Kings" 

Peter Shindo's Hummer 
in the background ..... 



I have a good stock of take out MUTT parts 
including power packs, fenders, hoods, 
grilles, seats and many small parts. 

Jim Gilmore jgilmore@ptd.net 

Photos in your ad .... !!!!!!!! 
Photos can now be printed in your want ad. Send 

them to the editor as a jpeg along with your ad. 

M-1941 tent "potbelly" heating stove S90.00 
Jim Gilmore 
jgilmore@ptd.net 
570-325-5216 

Got used oil-Don't know how to get rid of it? 

Bring it to the Mil Spec shop! Bob has a waste oil heater 
and is taking used oil from a gallon to a drum full. Help 
the environment and keep Jim warm this winter! 

RED BALL WEBSITE GETS NEW LOOK! 
For those of you that have checked the Redball web site ( www.redballonline.org ) in the past, it now has a 
new look -check it out. If you didn't know we had a web site and use the internet· check it out too. Redbal­
lonline now has: 

• general info about Redball, 

• the current schedule of events, 

• a copy of most of the last Redball Newsletter, 
o a place to display Member Rigs, 

• a framework for posting photos from past events, with some starter photos, 

• a start of links to other sites of interest to Redball, 

• email feedback to Webmaster & Special Events Director, Scott Sebring and 

• a Taps page. 

The Webmaster is Dick Almquist, rmtcweb@ptd.net. 

Dick looks forward to suggestions and photos - especially of your MVs. His current plan is to update the 
site after each meeting. Send photos and notices of events directly to Dick and he will add them to the site! 

NOTE, the Red Ball website has changed it's internet address from redballonline.com to redbal· 
lonline.org 

rpa
Cross-Out



11 t;/ N SS'V 1::> lS~I:J 

6ZZ81 Vd ';}d.IOq.r lilf 
A8MP1W.Ig JS;}M OS 

Shooting the scene where the King reg?· 'le ....with the help of Bud's tank! 




